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Hence the primary situation which we have to bear in mind
is not our neural susceptibility to stimuli, but the imaginative
synthesis of sensations which are presented to the mind on
the occurrence of certain physical and neural processes.
Similarly in the arts the vital factor is our imaginative activity
in its awareness of an object. In perception and in poetry
alike an object is present to the imagination, a presence which,
of course, is accompanied by affective-volitional factors, but
is nevertheless primary to such factors. In the absence of this
recognition Mr. Richards is naturally at a loss to explain
Coleridge's statement that a 'sense of more than musical
delight5 is the gift of the imagination. The sense of more
than musical delight' Mr. Richards at once interprets as a
poise of impulses; but how is it a 'gift of the imagination5?
We are not told. Whereas there can be little doubt that Coleridge
viewed such eifective-volitional effects as incidental ('gifts')
to the major fact of the imagination's activity, Mr. Richards5
aesthetic concentrates on the gifts. It apparently ignores
the giver. No doubt these 'gifts5 are valuable, and valuable
for life; but the critic, if he concentrates on them to the exclusion
of the imaginative object, is simply not fulfilling his function.
In the 'impulse5, which is the inclusive name for the entire
process from stimulus to attitude, nothing is indicated to
show the creative act which is present and fundamental to
the rest. We hear a great deal about sensation, tied and free
imagery, references, emotions, and attitudes; but nothing of
the primary activity without which sensation^ imagery, and
references are abstractions, and emotions and attitudes
impossible. It is all Hamlet without the Prince. If we are to
remedy this omission, we must cease to speak of the reception
of'stimuli5 which cause certain results which may be valuable,
and speak instead of an 'active agency5 which creates its object^
and in that creation enjoys certain emotional and volitional
accompaniments.